
This month we welcome 
guest speaker ������� �	
������
Mr. Smith is currently the Emer-
gency Management Coordinator 
for Washington County. After 36 
years, he retired as a Sergeant 
with the Beaumont Police and 
Assistant Coordinator for Emer-
gency Management for the City 
of Beaumont. He has an A.A.S. 
in Law Enforcement and a B.S. 
in Criminal Justice from Lamar 
University. He has attended nu-
merous courses in Emergency 
Management and Homeland Se-
curity.  During his career, Mr. 
Smith has responded to numer-
ous calls involving suspected 
anthrax and small pox vaccine, 
hazardous materials, radiologi-
cal, tornadoes, floods and other 
disasters.  He served as one of 
the Incident Commanders for the �
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A big Thank You to Tom D. Whitehead, 
President of  KWHI/KTTX  for giving us 
a delightful speech at our last meeting.  
Mr. White-
head spoke 
of the “old 
days” of    
reporting 
and gave us 
an    enter-
taining walk 
down   mem-
ory lane.  
Things sure 
have  
changed!   �

Hurricane Katrina evacuation 
sheltering and Rita response 
and recovery. He assisted other 
agencies with the Space Shuttle 
Columbia.  

He has served as Vice-
Chairman of the Jefferson 
County LEPC, Chairman of the 
Texas Coastal Advisory Team, 
Sergeant at Arms for the Sa-
bine Neches Chief Association 
and Area Maritime Security 
member. He is a collaborative 
team member with the Lamar 
University Department of Nurs-
ing "Disaster Planning for Spe-
cial Needs Population" pro-
gram. He is a Certified Texas 
Emergency Manager. He cur-
rently lives in Brenham with his 
wife Michele of 32 years. He 
has 3 daughters and 2 grand-
sons.�
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On Saturday August 30 several COPs helped with a parade escort for a “low rider” parade of 
cars that was for JD Hurta.   This was organized by a group of JD’s friends.  Jeffrey D. 
Hurta, age 23, was diagnosed on January 13, 2005 with Rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare sarcoma 
of the maxillary sinus.  According to his mother Mary Kay Hurta;  =JD is holding his own - 
he is under hospice care and continues to be comfortable.  His time with us is short so we 
pray for God's peace and mercy on JD.”  
His mother would also like to relay the following:  “The Parade was WONDERFUL - and 
JD was very excited with what his buddies did to his truck!  Please thank the COPS for all 
they did to make this happen - especially Chris Pieper!  You all are the Best!  Hugs - Mary 
Kay” 
Mary Kay and Rusty Hurta are members of the Citizens Police Academy Alumni Assoc.  
  Check out Rusty’s website: 
 www.caringbridge.org/tx/jdhurta 
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