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Her talk was to in-
form the scouts of 
what the Citizens on�
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As of August 1st the official 
uniform of the COPs will be 
the brown uniform shirt and 
black pants or black shorts. 

Charles Andreas receives his 
call number 4130. 

To Jerry, Tex, 
Clyde and Franklin 
for attending the 
CPR class and to 
Tommie for putting 
this class together. 
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Date: November 17, 2007 
Time: 9:00 am 
Location: University of 
Texas—Austin 
Anyone can come and  
support him. 
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Ofc. Merkley investigates a 

minor accident involving a 

Blinn College truck.  The 

party at fault backed with-

out safety.  Also, in a 

separate incident, a traffic  

stop for a seat belt viola-

tion on Blinn Blvd. re-

sulted in three men be-

ing arrested for posses-

sion of over 5lbs  of mari-
juana! 

Photo by Tex Davis 
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In the coming months I will be submitting interviews I’ve done on retired Brenham policemen. I 
chose to recognize these gentlemen because they were and will always be considered a part of the Police 
Department family. I feel honored that these men gave up time out of their busy schedules to share memo-
ries with me from their time as officers thus giving me the ability to share them with you. 
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For those of you who listen to the police scanner, the call number 3108 has recently begun to radio 
in again. Now assigned to Officer Shepard, it once identified Sergeant Albert Garcia. But on June 30, 2006, 
after 28 years, 3 months, 4 Chiefs, and 1 interim chief, Sgt. Garcia radioed in his final 10-42. Although he 
has turned in his badge, Mr. Garcia still gets the urge to respond when his old number comes across the 
radio. These days Mr. Garcia spends his time serving the teenage citizens at the Brenham High School as a 
Security Officer, which he began doing in 1997. Being a Security Officer at the High School is a perfect 
job for Albert Garcia because of his vast knowledge of police work and his experiences he acquired during 
his employment with the Brenham P.D. 

Mr. Garcia became interested in law enforcement after a tragic shooting which left his brother dead 
and many unanswered questions about the laws allowing the killer to go unpunished. While working for 
the Brenham State School, Albert was asked by a friend, Sgt. Hugo Heins, if he’d like to work for the 
Brenham police department. Albert jumped at the chance with the hope that he could prevent similar inci-
dents for others. He was then hired by Chief Alfred Becker on May 8, 1978. During the time before he left 
for TEEX, a police academy at A & M, Chief Becker sent Officer Garcia out into the community as a type 
of meet and greet with the citizens of Brenham. During one walk-about in the downtown area, a woman 
alerted him to a man who was trying to shoot another man behind the Save it All. (For those of you that are 
not familiar with historical downtown, Capitol Grill is now occupying the space where Save it All was.) 
Rounding the corner, he came upon a man standing on one side of a pickup truck with a rifle while another 
man was cowering on the other side. Officer Garcia withdrew his gun and ordered the gentleman to drop 
his. When the man turned around, he informed Officer Garcia that no one touches his gun but him. Albert 
felt he had no choice at that time but to aim his gun at the man; since he was still pointing it to the side of 
the man, having been taught to never aim a gun at anyone. The man finally put his rifle in his pickup truck 
and tried to get in. Officer Garcia subdued the individual until his back up could arrive, thus starting his 
career as a Brenham Policeman.  While working under the direction of Chief Becker, Officer Garcia was 
promoted twice; once on October 1, 1985 to Corporal and then again on January 1, 1986 to Sergeant.  

In August of 1986, Kenneth Carnes was appointed chief of the department. Chief Carnes encour-
aged his officers to try different areas of the department and sent Sgt. Garcia to San Antonio for a week to 
train with the Alamo Narcotics Team (ANT) to learn about gangs. He participated in a raid of a known ma-
fia residence on the entry team where he knocked down the door. In 1987, when the SWAT team was 
formed, Albert joined the entry team but eventually became the sniper. He continued to be the sniper for 
the SWAT team until he retired which was over 15 years. Sgt. Garcia also began working with Narcotics in 
1993. 

In 1994, Chief Carnes took a medical retirement and Lt. Jay Petrash was named interim police chief 
for 14 months until Gary Buchanan was hired. During his time under Chief Buchanan, Garcia attended the 
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas where he completed Leadership and Command College.  



Mr. Garcia is so proud of this accomplishment because this institute was not only hard for officers 
to get into, but a small percent actually finished. During his courses there, he wrote his research paper on 
gangs. Sgt. Garcia is considered the original gang officer for Brenham. Albert also started as a Resource 
Officer and helped teach Crime in America and Intro to Criminal Justice at the high school level. These 
classes were put on by the police department. Sgt. Garcia assisted with the Citizens Police Academy, 
showing off his skills at the gun range by shooting quarters at 100 yards.  

During his law enforcement career, Mr. Garcia has seen and done many things. One particular har-
rowing incident stuck out in his mind where he and Officer Ted Hubert responded to a family disturbance 
call that resulted in Officer Hubert being shot in the foot. The episode ended with the man taking his own 
life.  Sadly these are common occurrences in the law enforcement profession so it is no wonder that Mr. 
Garcia now relaxes by spending his time rifle and bow hunting and piddling on his 6 acres out in the coun-
try. He has a lot of good memories as well; his greatest being when he met his wife Donna who was work-
ing in dispatch at the time.   

 Due to the lack of respect for the law and the officers, Sgt. Garcia became frustrated and impatient 
with people and decided that it was time to give it up. Although he misses the “guys” and not knowing 
what’s going on, he does not miss the action.  Even with his reasons for retiring, Albert has maintained the 
belief that the backbone of the department is not only the officers, but the great citizens that believe in law 
enforcement and support the P.D.  And his advice for rookie and veteran officers is this; “Always leave 
room for improvement, learn everything you can and use it wisely, but never forget common sense”.   
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Congratulations to COP and 
CPAAA member Clyde Averitt for 
being inducted into the Printer’s 
Hall of Fame!  See article as printed 
from the Brenham Banner-Press. 

See ALL the Hallow-
een photos from the 
CPAAA website link. 
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www.brenweb.com/cpa 
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Veteran’s Day Nov. 11th 

2007 Executive Board 

 

Debbie Genz—President 
deborah.genz@dads.state.tx.us 
 
Dorothy Antkowiak—VP 
dorothya@attwb.net 
 
Kim Hodde—Treasurer  
khodde@ci.brenham.tx.us 
 
Alice Birkelbach—Secretary 
alicebirkelbach@yahoo.com 
 
Holly Bramlett 
bedaysied@yahoo.com 
 
Tex Davis 
tex.davis@blinn.edu 
 
Benita Schramme 
bschramme@sbcglobal.net 
 
Annette Tiemann 



Proposed outside view of the new  

Brenham Police Department. 



Unable to attach the 
floor plans of the new 
PD to this file.  Floor 
plan can be picked up 
from the Brenham PD 

or contact  
Tommie Nettle 


