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In last months issue of the Informant, there was a small feature to “Congratulate” Asst. 
Chief Jay Petrash for the Community Builder Award he received from the Graham Ma-
sonic Lodge #20.  It is an award given to non-Masons for outstanding service to their com-
munity, state, national government, church and humanity in general. What some of you 
may not know about are the other great achievements throughout his life. 

 After graduating from the high school in Cotulla, Texas, Jay attended Southwest 
Texas Jr. College where he earned an Associate of Sciences Degree in Criminal Justice. 
He then attended Sul Ross State University where he attained his Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Criminal Justice. While at this university, Jay worked for his hometown Sheriff’s 
Department and the Sul Ross State University Police Department. In 1981, Petrash was 
hired by the Brenham Police Department where he has steadily been promoted throughout 
the ranks and is now the Assistant Chief of Police. In 1993, Jay was hired as a part-time 
instructor at Blinn College in the Criminal Justice Department where he continues to teach 
today. He also taught an Honors program at the High School for 5 years. So far during his 
27 years with the Brenham Police Department, he 
has twice been awarded the “Medal of Honor” for 
bravery.  This is the second highest award given. 
The bravery he demonstrated, once during a shoot 
out with a bank robber at the Carmine State Bank 
and another shoot out that occurred at a local phar-
macy, nearly cost him his life.  He narrowly es-
caped a bullet to the face as he and his partner un-
knowingly interrupted a burglary while on routine 
patrol.  In 2001 he earned his Masters Degree in 
Juvenile Justice at Prairie View A&M.    

In between his schooling, teaching and po-
lice work, Jay found time to acquire his soccer 
coaching license and is actively involved in select 
play. He also holds licenses as Fitness and Sports 
Conditioning Trainer and a Police Conditioning 
Trainer. But his most rewarding accomplishments 
in his life are his two daughters that he has with 
wife Donna K. (Haas) whom he married in 1988. 
Jay’s main hobbies are power lifting and being a 
volunteer with the Brenham Fire Department. 
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