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Most people in their forties are considered on the down hill slide of their careers, but Willard 
Mays was just starting anew. In 1969, under Chief Arthur Sternburg, Mr. Mays went to work 
for the Brenham Police Department.  He felt the need to do something for the citizens and 
help keep the peace.   With the advice of “adjust to the situation, don’t look to the person you 
stop to adjust” from Chief Sternburg, Willard began a new chapter in his life. He recalls with a 
chuckle that at the time he started, the patrol cars had only a bubble light and a very long an-
tenna on the right rear of the car. Throughout his 20 year tenure with the Brenham P.D, Mr. 
Mays is proud of the fact that he never once had to pull his service revolver. He said he 
could talk his was out of having the situation escalate to that degree. Mays felt that by taking 
a stance of no nonsense helped as well. Before retiring in 1989 under Chief Kenneth Carnes, 
Willard was promoted to the rank of Sergeant which made him the first and only African 
American Sergeant for Brenham. 
       

As well as talking about his time with the force, Mr. Mays also reminisced about WWII. He 
fought in the infantry for 3 years in places such as Italy, France, and Germany. His first 
Christmas and Thanksgiving over there was spent in a fox hole “dug in”. The experiences 
being there left him fully equipped to handle anything thrown at him in his law enforcement 
career. Now days, Willard divides his time between his wife of 20 years, 8 grandchildren, 9 
great grandchildren, and 1 great – great grandchild. When asked for advice for anyone in or 
entering law enforcement was; “Calm yourself and always remember who you are dealing 
with. Do the law according to how the law is done. Every call is different”. 
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Although he is the newest to the Brenham Po-
lice Department, Mark Pierce has lived in 
Washington County for almost 10 years. Born 
April 7, 1969 in LaRose, LA, Mark moved here 
in 1998. In that time he has graduated from 
college, moved away, came back, and        
married. He went to work for Blue Bell but 
found that he was restless and decided to 
send himself to TEEX (Texas Engineering Ex-
tension Services). Upon graduation from the 
academy, Officer Pierce went to work for Bren-
ham where he says things are friendly and 
kept on the positive. On his first day of FTO 
with Cpl. Jason Derek, Mark participated in a 
foot pursuit and assisted with the arrest. 

      On his days off Pierce likes to hunt and 
fish, and spend time with his wife and 1 year 
old daughter. As far as advice for people going 
into law enforcement, Officer Pierce says this; 
“Keep an open mind and use your learning to 
incorporate self discipline into your life be-
cause it doesn’t end when the academy ends.”  
We Welcome Officer Mark Pierce! 
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Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association  
Annual Membership Registration  

�  Adult Membership $20.00                   �  Lifetime Membership $200.00  
�  Student (12-hours) $5.00                     �  Couple Lifetime Membership $300.00  
�  Couple Membership $30.00                �  Senior Citizen’s Lifetime Membership $50.00  
�  Senior Citizen’s Membership $5.00  
 

Name: ______________________________________________ Class #: ______________  
Address: __________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
Home Phone #: ____________________________ Work Phone #: ____________________  
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________  

�  I would like to receive Email reminders, special events and newsletters  
Mail your registration and payment to: Brenham CPAAA, P.O. Box 1934, Brenham, TX  77834 
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